Introduction
Rapid availablity of in vitro diagnostic results is advantageous to both the physician and the patient. An illness can be diagnosed more quickly and costs due to the illness can be decreased [1] . Turnaround times are shortened, which reduces the likelihood that test results are no longer valid by the time they are received by the physician [2] . Errors inherent in the laboratory testing cycle are also minimized by performing tests near the patient. Eliminating the need to transport samples to a central laboratory reduces such problems as misplaced samples, inaccurate labeling and transcription, improper icing and bagging, and sample degradation [1, 3, 4] .
Test systems must produce reliable results, independent of the user's skill, as well as shorten turnaround time and eliminate several sample handling steps [5] . An important criterion is ease of use, siaace it has been demonstrated that medical office personnel can produce reliable results when using systems with simple protocols [6] . Test systems using whole blood and requiring no pipetting or diluting steps are also more accurate than systems which require specimen manipulation steps [1] . This 
